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exerted only at Vienna and St. Petersburg, In proposing to
exert it also at Belgrade, which means in fact between
Vienna and Belgrade, Sir Edward Grey grasps the logic of
the situation; and, in not excluding St. Petersburg, he offers
on the other hand to Germany a method of withdrawing
with perfect dignity from the demarche by which the Ger-
man Government have caused it to be known at Paris and
London that the affair was looked upon by them as purely
Austro-Serbian and without any general character."74
Without waiting, however, for Viviani's reply, the
French Foreign Office, on July 27, upon the repeated urging
from London, finally accepted Grey's proposal, but did not
want it acted upon until Germany had exerted pressure at
Vienna: "Ministry for Foreign Affairs thinks that it would
be dangerous for Entente Ambassadors to speak at Vienna,
until it is known that the Germans have done so with some
success."75 It is, therefore, hardly true, as Professor Oman
says, that "Paris sent in at once a completely favorable
answer."re
When Grey's proposal was presented at St. Petersburg,
Russia did not favor it. Sazonov had already entered upon
"direct conversations" with Vienna, by which he hoped to
induce Austria to accept modifications in her demands on
Serbia. If Sazonov could accomplish this by conciliatory
negotiations conducted at the same time that extensive
military preparations were taking place in case they failed,
he would have secured a great diplomatic triumph by his
own efforts directly for Russia, without having to accept a
solution of the crisis brought about by a conference of the
Powers or by moderating counsels from France. So he at
first preferred to pursue his "direct conversations," rather
than have Sir Edward Grey take the initiative in calling a
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